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[i] Eulogy and Life of Father Peter Biard.

ONCERNING Father Peter Biard, who per-
formed so great a part in the establishment of
the Canadian Mission, Father Joseph Juvency*

writes these things in his History, under the year
1622 :

‘“ Of all who during the present year have departed
this life in the province of Lyons, the most regretted
was FATHER PETER BIARD, of Grenoble, who was
taken away at Avignon. With the desire of propagat-
ing religion, he had journeyed to the barbarous
Canadians, and had been among the first settlers of
that country, as has been narrated in the fifth part (of
this volume). Upon being driven thence by the heret-
ical English, and compelled to return to France, he en-
tirely devoted himself [ ii ] to the service of his coun-
trymen; and, that he might provide for their salva-
tion, in no respect showed himself deficient either in
labor or diligence. His industry, however, was espe-
cially enjoyed by the Paray le Monial, in the prefec-
ture of Charolles, which community he long served
with the customary ministrations of the order. Fi-
nally, the prefect of the district, Marchio Ragne, upon
being ordered by the king to lead troops into Cam-
pania against Ernest von Mansfeld,* who was threaten-
ing the frontiers of France, had selected Biard as his
companion during the expedition, and as a minister
of sacred rites. Upon that occasion one would doubt
whether the charity of the apostolic man, or his pa-
tience, were the more remarkable. There was in the

-camp a great scarcity of provisions. Rations were so



